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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
LA PUENTE VALLEY COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the La Puente Valley County Water District was held 
on Monday, July 24, 2017, at 5:30 at the District office, 112 N. First St., La Puente, California. 

Meeting Called to Order: 
President Hastings called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance 
President Hastings led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Directors Present:   
David Hastings, President; William R. Rojas, Vice President; Charles Aguirre, Director; John P. 
Escalera and Henry Hernandez, Director. 

Staff Present:  
Greg Galindo, General Manager; Rosa Ruehlman, Board Secretary; Gina Herrera, Customer 
Service/Accounting Supervisor; Roy Frausto, Compliance Officer/Project Engineer; Cesar Ortis, 
Water Production and Treatment Supervisor and Roland Trinh District Counsel.  

Others Present: 
• Homeowners, Javier Lievanos, Jr., of 122 Banbridge and Samuel Villalobos of 130 

Banbridge.  
• Mr. Alfonso Contreras, Director from Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District. 

Public Comment: 
• Mr. Contreras  informed the Board that the Upper District Board has accepted the separation 

of General Manager Shane Chapman.  The Upper District Board hired an interim General 
Manager Francis Delach who has worked for the City of Monrovia and held the position as 
City Manager and has a great deal of knowledge about the water industry. Upper District has 
put out an RFP to fill the General Manager position and will hire a firm to assist with the 
selection process. 

• Mr. Galindo stated that there are a couple of homeowners in attendance who have agreed to 
hold their comments until after the Project Engineer presents his Report regarding the 
Banbridge Booster Pump Station. 

• Mr. Villalobos asked if he could distribute his letter for discussion later. Mr. Galindo 
responded that would be fine. 

Adoption of Agenda: 
President Hastings asked for the approval of the agenda.   
Motion by Director Aguirre seconded by Director Hernandez, that the agenda be adopted as 
presented.  

Motion approved by the following vote: 
Ayes: Hastings, Rojas, Aguirre, Escalera and Hernandez.   
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Nays: None. 

Consent Calendar: 
President Hastings asked for the approval of the Consent Calendar: 

• Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors held on July 10, 
2017. 

• Approval for Staff to Attend the CUEMA 2017, Leadership Summit on September 7-9, 2017, 
in Monterey, CA. 

• Approval of Attendance to the U. S. Congresswoman Grace F. Napolitano’s 2017, Water 
Forum on Thursday, August 31, 2017, in Baldwin Park, CA. 

• Approval of Attendance to ACWA Region 8 Program on Thursday, August 24, 2017, in Los 
Angeles, CA. 

• Receive and File the Industry Public Utilities 2016-17 Fourth quarter Report. 
Motion by President Hastings, seconded by Vice President Rojas, to approve the consent calendar 
as presented. 

Motion approved by the following vote: 
Ayes: Hastings, Rojas, Aguirre, Escalera and Hernandez.   
Nays: None. 

Financial Reports: 
A.  Summary of Cash and Investments as of June 30, 2017. 
• Mr. Galindo presented the cash and investment summary.  The District’s total cash and 

investments total over $3.3M. and the Industry Public Utilities Water Operations checking 
account balance is $479,004.  

Motion by Director Escalera, seconded by Vice President Rojas, to receive and file the Statement of 
the District’s Revenues and Expenses as of June 30, 2017, as presented. 

Motion approved by the following vote: 
Ayes: Hastings, Rojas, Aguirre, Escalera and Hernandez.   
Nays: None. 

B. Statement of the District’s Revenues and Expenses as of June 30, 2017. 
• Mrs. Herrera summarized the Statement of Revenues and Expenses for the District and 

Treatment Plant operations.  
Motion by President Hastings, seconded by Vice President Rojas, to receive and file the Statement 
of the District’s Revenues and Expenses as of June 30, 2017, as presented. 

Motion approved by the following vote: 
Ayes: Hastings, Aguirre, Escalera and Hernandez.   
Nays: None. 

C. Statement of the City of Industry Waterworks System’s Revenues and Expenses as of June 
30, 2017. 

• Mrs. Herrera summarized the Statement of Revenues and Expenses for the City of Industry 
Waterworks System. She stated that we reached the end of the fiscal year and to date, we 
remain on target. She also reported most of the year-end entries have been made to close 
out the fiscal year on June 30, 2017, with the exception of water sales which will not be final 
until August, since a portion of June sales is included in the July and August billing. She also 
added that the audit process is anticipated to begin close to October. 

Motion by Director Aguirre, seconded by President Hastings, to receive and file the Statement of the 
City of Industry Waterworks System’s Revenues and Expenses as of June 30, 2017, as presented. 

Motion approved by the following vote: 
Ayes: Hastings, Rojas, Aguirre, Escalera and Hernandez.   
Nays: None. 
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Action/Discussion Items: 
Consideration of CEQA Notice of Exemption for New Waterline Installation in Del Valle 
Avenue. 

• Mr. Frausto reported this is a requirement to file a CEQA Notice of Exemption for the 747 Del 
Valle Avenue project. He stated that under CEQA, there are two exemptions that this  project 
falls under; Statutory Exemption and Categorical Exemption.  He stated the basis to filing this 
notice is under the Statutory Exemption for the proposed waterline on Del Valle, which the 
installation of a new pipeline that does not exceed one mile in length.  

After further discussion, motion by Director Escalera, seconded by Director Hernandez, to approve 
the CEQA Notice of Exemption under the Statutory Exemption for New Waterline on Del Valle 
Avenue and Direct Staff to File the Notice of Exemption with the County Clerk. 

Motion approved by the following vote: 
Ayes: Hastings, Rojas, Aguirre, Escalera and Hernandez.   
Nays: None. 

Project Engineer’s Report: 
Mr. Frausto presented his report: (See memo and reports) 

• He provided a memorandum of the activities he and Staff worked on during the month of 
June 2017 and highlighted some of those items in his report. 

• Mr. Frausto provided an update on the Banbridge Pump Station. He stated he has made an 
attempt to contact the property owner on Banbridge to finalize the scope of work for this 
project. He added that this is a 2017 capital improvement project.  

• Mr. Frausto and Mr. Galindo provided an overview of the existing pump station and the 
proposed scope of work.  

Public Comment: 
• The homeowners Mr. Villalobos and Mr. Lievanos spoke for 18:18 minutes.  
• Mr. Villalobos and Mr. provided a letter to the Board requesting certain improvements to their 

property. 
• Mr. Lievanos presented some photos of the Banbridge pump station and shared his concerns 

about its appearance. He stated that if the proposal is to remove the pump station from its 
present location, then the existing landscaping needs to be returned back to nature. He also 
shared some other issues at the site. He also stated this project is taking way too long and 
nothing has been done and feels the District needs to act quicker to get this project going Mr. 
Villalobos shared his concerns that this project has been on the District’s drawing Board for a 
decade and is taking way too long and to date, nothing has been resolved.  He also suggests 
that the District consider Mr. Villalobos and Lievanos as residential partners for this project. 
He also shared his concerns that one of the palm trees appears to be ready to fall over 
especially if we experience another wet year. Another concern he shared was putting up a 
retaining wall. Mr. Galindo displayed one of the exhibits and asked for clarity about building a 
retaining wall between the two properties and how far east from property line.  

• Mr. Contreras from Upper District spoke for 3 minutes to provide comment in response to Mr. 
Villalobos and Mr. Lievanos comments. He also stated that District’s Staff is doing a great job 
in trying to resolve this issue and presented an excellent proposal that will improve the 
Booster Station and its appearance. 

Motion by Vice President Rojas seconded by Director Escalera, to receive and file the Project 
Engineer’s report as presented. 

Motion approved by the following vote: 
Ayes: Hastings, Rojas, Aguirre, Escalera and Hernandez.   
Nays: None. 

General Manager’s Report:  
• Mr. Galindo had no report but shared that he will be taking a couple of days off in the 

following week. 
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Information Items: 
A. Upcoming Events. 
• Mrs. Ruehlman provided an update on the upcoming events for 2017, and who will be 

attending.  
• President Hastings would like to attend the upcoming SCWUA on July 27, 2017. Mrs. 

Ruehlman will attempt to get him added since registration is closed. 
• She also informed the Board that the ACWA Fall Conference is now open for registration. 

 
B. Correspondence to the Board of Directors. 

No comments on correspondence provided. 

Attorney Comments: 
Mr. Trinh reported that the San Gabriel Valley Basin Water Quality Authority took out a full page ad 
in the Los Angeles Times to announce the renewal of the BPOU Agreement.  

Board Member Comments:  
A. Report on events attended. 
• There were no events attended during this period. 

B. Other comments. 
• Board had no comments. 

Future Agenda Items: 
• No future items. 

Adjournment: 
There is no further business or comment, the meeting was adjourned at  6:27 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
      David Hastings, President           Rosa B. Ruehlman, Secretary 
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